Sample Interpretive Statements for use with the Culture-Language Interpretive Matrix (C-LIM)

The statements in this Word file are Copyright © 2008, Samuel O. Ortiz. They are, however, intended to assist practitioners in describing their findings and designed for use in report writing. Therefore permission is granted to use and copy, in edited or un-edited form, any and all of the statements to suit the user's needs as long as the purpose is educational and not for profit. In addition, it is not necessary to display any copyright statement and no need to provide any reference or citation the original source.
1. Evaluation of Learning Disability - Validity statement where declining pattern is evident (i.e., there is a primary effect of culture and language thus results are NOT valid and there is no disability):

Because the student is not a native English speaker, it is necessary to establish the validity of the results obtained from testing to ensure that they are accurate estimates of ability or knowledge and not the manifestation of cultural or linguistic differences. To this end, a systematic evaluation of the possible effects of lack of acculturation and limited English proficiency was carried out via use of the Culture-Language Interpretive Matrix (C-LIM). 
A careful review of the student’s test data, as entered into the C-LIM, reveals a pattern of decline that is typical of and within the range that would be expected of other individuals with similar cultural and linguistic backgrounds. This declining pattern of test performance suggests that test performance was due primarily to the influence of cultural and linguistic factors rather than actual ability. Accordingly, the test results evaluated here cannot be considered valid and are not interpretable from a strict psychometric standpoint. However, given that the observed pattern is consistent with performance that is typical of non-disabled, culturally and linguistically diverse individuals with average ability, it can be reasonably concluded that this student’s abilities are also within the average range of performance and does not suggest or support the presence of any type of disability.

2. Evaluation of Learning Disability - Validity statement where declining pattern is NOT evident (i.e., there is only a contributory effect of culture and language but results ARE valid and due to the primary effect of a disability): 
Because the student is not a native English speaker, it is necessary to establish the validity of the results obtained from testing to ensure that they are accurate estimates of ability or knowledge and not the manifestation of cultural or linguistic differences. To this end, a systematic evaluation of the possible effects of lack of acculturation and limited English proficiency was carried out via use of the Culture-Language Interpretive Matrix (C-LIM). 

A careful review of the student’s test data as entered into the C-LIM does not appear to reveal a pattern of decline that is typical of or within the range that would be expected of other individuals with similar cultural and linguistic backgrounds. The pattern of test performance does not decline systematically and suggests that test performance was not due primarily to the influence of cultural and linguistic factors. Although such influences may be contributory factors, they are not believed to be the primary reasons for the observed pattern. In addition, other extraneous factors that might account for the observed pattern (for example, lack of motivation, fatigue, incorrect administration/scoring, emotional/behavioral problems) have been excluded. This indicates that the test results can be considered valid, interpretable, and are likely to be good estimates of the student’s actual ability or knowledge. 

Because the observed pattern is not consistent with performance that is typical of non-disabled, culturally and linguistically diverse individuals with average ability, it can be reasonably concluded, if supported by additional data, that the student’s test performance may be attributed primarily to the presence of a learning disability. 
((*Note: a description of the data that support the presence of LD should follow here.)
3. Evaluation of Global Cognitive Impairment/MR - Validity statement where expected pattern of decline is present but uniformly depressed below expectations (i.e., there is a contributory effect of culture and language but the results ARE valid due to the primary effect of a disability):

Because the student is not a native English speaker, it is necessary to establish the validity of the results obtained from testing to ensure that they are accurate estimates of ability or knowledge and not the manifestation of cultural or linguistic differences. To this end, a systematic evaluation of the possible effects of lack of acculturation and limited English proficiency was carried out via use of the Culture-Language Interpretive Matrix (C-LIM). 


A careful review of the student’s test data as entered into the C-LIM indicates that one of the primary influences on testing was likely due to cultural and linguistic differences. Ordinarily, this might invalidate the results. But in this case, the observed range of scores reveals a pattern that is considerably below what might generally be expected from individuals of similar cultural and linguistic backgrounds who possess average abilities. Therefore, although the results demonstrate a systematic decline as the demands of the tasks increase in terms of cultural loading and linguistic demand, the obtained values across the board were approximately a full standard deviation below expected performance. This suggests the presence of a factor, in addition to the cultural and linguistic ones, that is responsible for lowered overall performance including the possibility of a disability. 


Given the obtained pattern of results, it is possible that the student is functioning intellectually, broadly speaking, at a level that could be considered significantly sub-average as compared to his same age peers with similar cultural and linguistic backgrounds. 
((*Note: a description of the data that support the presence of a global cognitive deficit or MR should follow here.)
4. Evaluation of Speech-Language Impairment - Validity statement where expected pattern of decline is present but declines more steeply than expected (i.e., there is a contributory effect of culture and language but results ARE valid due to the primary effect of disability):

Because the student is not a native English speaker, it is necessary to establish the validity of the results obtained from testing to ensure that they are accurate estimates of ability or knowledge and not the manifestation of cultural or linguistic differences. To this end, a systematic evaluation of the possible effects of lack of acculturation and limited English proficiency was carried out via use of the Culture-Language Interpretive Matrix (C-LIM). 


A careful review of the student’s test data as entered into the C-LIM indicates that one of the primary influences on testing was likely due to linguistic differences (not necessarily cultural differences). In this case, the observed pattern of scores reveals that performance on tests decreases only as a function of the increasing demands of language but not as a function of increased cultural content. In addition, the decline is more rapid and severe as the demands of the tasks increase in terms of language and not consistent with what would generally be expected from individuals of similar cultural and linguistic backgrounds who possess average abilities. This suggests the presence of an additional factor, most likely related to language skills, that is responsible for lowering performance on these tasks to a degree that cannot be accounted for or attributed solely to language differences. This includes the possibility of a language-related disorder being present. 


The pattern of results obtained in this case are consistent with the presence of a language-related learning disability or speech-language disorder. In either case, the observed performance, even when viewed within the context of his cultural and linguistic background and experiences, indicates specific dysfunction in the domain of language. 


((*Note: a description of the data that support the presence of a speech-language disorderLD should follow here.)
Note that you should substitute the name of the student who is being evaluated in place of where I have written "the student's" to make the report more personalized. Also, if you use the statement above pertaining to LD and where the results are deemed valid, you would then proceed to using the XBA DMIA and provide an analysis and interpretation of those results as they might pertain to the presence of a learning disability just as you would for any other student.
